ABRAHAM    LINCOLN

And now the Republican party had come into
the field and Lincoln stood pledged to the pre-
vention of the spread of slavery into the Terri-
tories, and he spoke of slavery as a 'wrong/ For
the South their choice came to this. Either they
must control the government of the Union, in
spite of their inferior position, or they must
leave the Union and form a new Union among
themselves, organised upon their own prin-
ciples. Now, there was only one way in which
the South could control the government of the.
Union, and that was through the Democratic
party* The Democratic party was not a sectional
party. It had supporters in the North and the
South, and if it remained united it had a chance
of obtaining the Presidency, The South pre-
dominated in the Democratic party and there-
fore could control its administration. Here was
the opportunity. But if the Democratic party
should lose the Presidency, if the Republicans,
the party of the North, should win, then the^
South would have lost their influence, They
might as well leave the Union at once.

So it was that, when the Presidential cam-
paign came on in 1860, the South declared that
if a Republican was elected to the Presidency,
they would secede from the Union. This did not
mean that the South proposed a civil war if
the Republicans should win, They anticipated
evidently a peaceful secession. But they were
convinced that if the Republicans gained con-
108